
Thriller Film 
Conventions 

Protagonist 
 
The character a film cen-
tres around.  

Antagonist 
 
The person or people 
who try to oppose the 
protagonist. 

Settings 
 
The area the film is set 
around. 

Themes 
  
The key features that go 
into a film 

Iconography 
 
A symbolic representa-
tion. 

Visual Style 
 
What the viewer can see 
( Camera angles, lighting, 
edits) 

Enigma (Mystery) 
 
A question or mystery 
that make the viewer 
wonder. 
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The glasses are significant to a char-
acter potentially involved in the mur-
der identified in the setting, as there 
is blood surrounding. This could sug-
gest that these belong to a murderer. 

The floor is hard and tiled, which is a 
cold, solid surface. The blood on this 
surface suggests a murder. This is 
therefore significant and foreshadows 
the events of the film. 

The match lit suggests a darkness 
that needs to be enlightened, there-
fore suggesting a mystery to be 
solved. 

 The gates of the asylum connotes the 
idea of getting draw into a trap and 
having no ability to escape. 

This antagonist is 
typical of a thriller 
‘villain’. His hair (or 
lack of it) is almost 
militant, and gives an 
effect like he is strict 
or potentially his hair 
loss is due to stress. 
He is smart and well 
presented, and his 
hand gesture is al-
most robotic, show-
ing that he has little 
feeling, which is also 
typical of a antagonist 
in a thriller. 

This antagonist is 
different to the one in 
Shutter Island. In-
stead, the glasses 
make him out to be 
slightly creepy and 
these glasses can 
sometimes be associ-
ated with a sort of 
strange murderer. The 
moustache helps to 
establish this and 
therefore this man fits 
the typical murderer 
type. 

This is clearly a door 
to a prison cell, or a 
cell of some sort. 
This identifies that 
the main theme of 
this film may be 
something to do with 
being trapped. Maybe 
symbolically as a 
state of mind or genu-
ine entrapment. This 
is often a key theme 
in a thriller. 

 
This close up of the 
protagonist is typical 
of a thriller film be-
cause it shows us 
blood on his cheek.  
He has lighting on the 
left check showing 
the blood in clear. 
Our typical view of a 
protagonist is strong 
and heroic, whereas 
this protagonist looks 
concerned/worried. 
 
 

 
The protagonist is 
represented as a de-
tective because of his 
use of costume being 
smarter yet scruffy 
indicating stress of a 
stereotypical detec-
tive. The questioning 
expression on his face 
suggests he is interro-
gating someone. 

The sequence uses 
framing to create a 
sense of loss of pow-
er which then indi-
cates the sense of 
being trapped and 
getting drawn into the 
asylum 

The close up of the bullet gives us a 
greater  idea of what is going on in 
the sequence, this is also typical in a 
thriller because it signifies death and 
violence. 

The photograph  is gruesome and 
sinister which clarifies the violent 
theme which goes on throughout the 
opening sequence. 

The island looks ominous and lone-
some creating a sense of mystery 
which foreshadows the enigma of the 
narrative. 

The key theme in this film is identi-
fied straight off the bat as one involv-
ing murder and violence. This is due 
to the blood on the floor surrounding 
the man. We therefore establish that 
this thriller will be a violent one. 

Shutter Island 

Memento 


