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Concepts essay on: Star Image/Representation. 

 

Name of Performer and Song: Rihanna ft Calvin Harris- We Found Love 

Media Form 

Duration: 4.35 Content Ratio: Narrative: 4.35 Performance: 0.00 

Sense of subject 
matter: 

At the beginning emptiness, upset, hopelessness in the beginning. Then in the middle love, free, reckless, happiness, fun and at the end agression, 
broken relationship, drugs and alcohol and mental breakdown. 
 
 

Appeal / Impact: Its all about the narrative and shows the broken relationship through 3 stages, the beginning is at the time of how they’re feeling after their 
relationship is over and in the beginning it shows their happy time during their relationship and by the end, it shows the broken relationship and 
references to drugs and alcohol and health breakdown. The boyfriend is aggressive in general and towards his girlfriend causing her to be in despair 
and not want anything to do with him by the end. 

Inter-textual 
References: 

NONE 
 

Typical Generic 
Features 
 
 

Which genre(s)? R&B 

Narrative Content (Characters, problem / 
resolution): 

● The characters have broken up and it 
shows their story in 3 stages; how they 
feel after the relationship, being happy 
in the relationship and then the broken 
relationship. 

● Nasty and unhealthy relationship and in 
the end she leaves him. 

Star Image (Connotations): 
Reckless 
Losing herself 
Agressive  
Struggling  

Themes (Conflicts): 
Themes are drugs and alcohol, a broken relationship and 
being free. 

Music: The music is upbeat and there is a constant keyboard/piano throughout 
the video. Rihanna, the star, is singing high. The music is also fast and loud. 

Mise-en-scene: The costume of the performer is casual. She’s wearing not a lot of 
clothes, often skirts and shorts which are short and crop tops with a lot of jewelry 
suggesting she's young. Her hair is in many different styles, suggesting she takes 
pride in her appearance and her make up is thick which may suggest she lacks 
confidence.  

Narrative and 
Performance 

Performance 
How is the performance treated? 
Loveable, angry, aggressive, busy, 
intense. 
 

Narrative, either... 

The lyrics in the song suggest a break up and the broken relationship between two people and how she needs to let go and 
is heartbroken. The narrative ties in with the lyrics because we see a deserted, broken down, rough environment that the 
couple are in, the place is ‘hopeless’ and we are presented with this. Meaning, that they’re in love in this hopeless place, 
which fits in with the lyrics.  

As the star is in the narrative role in this music video, it has an impact on the audience and the star themselves. It entices them to want to watch the video more if their 
favourite star is in it, also it is good promotion for the star. 
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Technical 
Conventions 

Creation of Energy 
Camera Movement 
There are a big variety of camera shots within this music video 
including shots through the frame, extreme close ups, tracking, wide 
angle shots, establishing shots, high and low angled shots and 
hand-held camera which is used quite a lot throughout the music 
video making it feel more real like were there. 

Digital Effect 

Treatment of Lead Singer 
Performance Style 
Performs only in the narrative. 
 
 
 

Camera on lead singer 
There is a lot of camera time on the lead singer, 
mostly to emphasise the fact that she is 
important and that's what they want the 
audience to be paying most attention too. 
Theres a lot of close ups, shots through the 
frame and tracking. 

Address to audience 
Tracking shows that we are following the 
performer and the audience are watching her. 
Theres a lot of cuts to show different places 
between their relationship, the majority of cuts 
cut to the star suggesting her importance. 

Aesthetics 
Set / Costume Design 
The costume in which the star is wearing 
gives us the impression she doesn’t really 
care what other people think of her but 
she cares about her appearance, she’s 
hipster. 

Framing & composition 
There is a lot of depth of field used, mainly to 
focus on the star, making a bigger impact on her 
star image. 

Visual Effects 

Lighting & Colour 
Emotional / Symbolic 
The dull lighting reflects the broken 
relationship making the audience get a 
feel of hopelessness. The high key lights 
reflects the good times of their 
relationship making the audience feel 
more positive and excited which shows 
their fun. 

Aesthetics 
A lot of the time the lighting is low key and dull 
reflecting the broken relationship and the 
neglected area. However, at the points that its 
high key, it is colourful and exciting to show the 
better times of their relationship. 

Emphasis in song / narrative 
The lighting does change dramatically throughout 
the video. There are flashing lights of different 
colours which emphasises the narrative that is is 
busy and there's a lot going on. 

Mise-en-Scene 
Authenticity of Performance 
There is no performance. 
 

Reflects ideology of the band Adds to understanding of narrative 
The bright colours lighting and colourful smoke 
props suggests a better life and a good time. The 
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Lack of clothes and when clothes are worn 
they’re minimal which suggests she doesn’t care 
about her image. 

lack of clothes and the dull smoky room suggests 
neglect and relates to the theme of drugs. 

  


