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Dear future & level maedia studaeant.

I uou decide dou want to take media for & level You will learn a variety
ot skills from creative skills such as the technical conventions of @
magazine cover (o transterable skills that can gpply. {o life in general. no
matter what ndustiry d4ou enter

Due 4o the use of several different {Yypes of hardware and sotTlware, Y4ou
woill lecu many. techoical skills when taking Media as a port of Your & level
course. Some of these nclude how {o use a camera. how 1o use Sdobe
hndesign & How 1o use Gdolke Photoshop

Lhen | stoarted deoar 12 1 had verd litile experience with softwaore such as
rhotoshop. | also had no duection when (i came 1o creating my. mago=ione
and editing the mages that would. eventually. be mcluded in i however
once |1 was willng to fry. out new ideas, | started {o lecum how 1o use
different {ools o their greatest{ effect on photoshop. Some of these {ools
mcluded the lasso tools, gradients. neural filHers & drop shadouws. v

o ticular. the neural {ilHaers added some much needed {lair to my. piciures
as they allowed me to partially cover up some of My mistakes | made
when taking the pictures that made the pictures tumm out blurry. or low
quality. as well as making the pictures ook bright and colourful whilst also
goving them quide a fun. retro but loud back loock whch appeals Lo the fun
loving gen X demogragehic that ccoupies a far portion of the ja==
commundy. rwodhout completely. ignormng the dounger listeners of ja== musuc

Due 1o the stule of course (Media Studies s dou end up learning many.
creative production skills that will aid you o lot in the fUture i Yyou decide
1o go into those kinds of ndustries. Some of these skills nclude the usage
and balancmg of fonts & colours. the commotations of cer{iam colours &
Dise—en—scene (costumes. make—up. lighting and actions in the picture) and
how that can relate {o your target audience, composition of shois and. the
composition of the page and mand. more for example a low angle shot of
uour stowr connotes them hoaving more fome. skills or talevt than the reader
o other cartists n tThat regpeclive genire.

hen | started my magoazine. | had very little kmowledge of what colours
would work well together and how {o balance them. Once | started
receiving criticism. as well as doing my. own resecsrch on what colours
roould, match well together | starfed {o not only. improve on my. own skills,
however | also started {o vnderstand what would work with ja=z= as «—
genre Once | didh | decided on colder colours such as blues & purples for
mu. backgrounds with warmer colours like orange and. dellow for my.
highlighted text and other agpects of the foreground as these colours are
corrmonly. associated with bemg mellow, grounded, and relaxed which also
reflect the commotatfions of ja=z=

Media studies is also copable of texching Yyou lessons that dont just apply
to the subject Hselfl but rather several other ndustries or life v general
Some of these nclude time management (due to the course work based
assessment criterial. analygtical skills (lwhen analysing different aspects of
products: eg maga=zine covers) and researching a demograghice (To appeal
to our target audience).

One important transferakle skill that | learmot duriog my. toime studying
Media ot & level is the skill of asking for & accgpting criticistm. This is
helpful as € got me to think about MYy work in a different way. so 'm
constantly. thinking albout what can mprove and. what others prefer v my.
work This skill con oappldy. to ang. piece of work that 1 do. ot just something
Media related. One exarmpele of this taking place was me acocgping the
criticisms of my. font that | enjoded and then swwitching it up N order o
wNErove Y. twork as a whole

In conclusion. | believe that media s a great & Jlevel {o take because
teaches dou mand lessons thatl can be gpplied thiroughout life. as well as

throughout the media mdustyry.

jFest wwishes, Sndirew



