
“Too bigbig for my boots?
   NEVER!NEVER!” Nellie

 Westwood

Interview and
 Photography by 
Cerys Collins

Overnight country bomb-
shell Nellie Westwood is 
becoming a household 
name but who really is 
she? Country Capital 
journalist Cerys Collins 
gets the lowdown on the 
personal life of Nellie and 
what led her down this 
track. She chats about 
her sudden fame, current 
love life, future plans, how 
YOU can help with her 
next project and so much 
more…

“i’m just
like 
everyone 
else!”
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“Too bigbig for my boots?
   NEVER!NEVER!” Nellie

 Westwood
The name ‘Nellie West-

wood’ has been buzzing 
around social media and 
the country communi-
ty ever since the South-
ern belle sensation went 
VIRAL after posting a 
Tiktok of  her playing an 
acoustic version of  her 
song- ‘Red Running Wa-
ters’. Nellie is just 17 years 
old and is now a star. 
When her family uprooted 
her Texan life to London, 
I bet she didn’t think that 
country would end up 
being such a huge part of  
her new life in the UK- but 
let’s just say I think the 
UK is chuffed to have her! 

Nellie was open about her 
unforeseen fame, “Yeah it’s 
absolutely mental I mean it 
was like one day I was mak-
ing riffs and exploring my cre-
ativity and the next my phone 
is flooded with notifications 
and I’m getting record label 
offers! I definitely didn’t see 
this coming.” 

The media has taken to 
her well, “Of  course there’s 
gonna be haters but luckily for 
me, it’s early days and right 
now all I am seeing is big love- 
6.3 million followers with-
in these two weeks and I’m 
even getting recognized out in 
Piccadilly when I’m with my 
friends. I don’t feel I deserve to 
be idolised this way- I’m just 
like everyone else!”

So just how popular is ‘Red 

“I don’t even know the 
current numbers but last I 
checked the Tiktok it was 
at around 80 million views 
and 53 million likes– the 
song is slowly increasing in 
streams too, up to around a 
million now which is abso-
lutely insane. The love for 
the song genuinely means 
so much to me because the 
song is very close to my 
heart. It’s about the sort of  
heartbreak that that hurts 
so deeply that it just hits 
you in the face every morn-
ing and then that sinking 
feeling seeps in.I think it’s 
important to a lot of  people 
because this feeling is so 
universal– it’s really easy 
to fall into the mindset that 
this is how it will be forever.

But that’s not true at all 
and writing this song has 
shown me that! Healing 
is a process, it’s a journey 
which means that it’s not 
going to happen overnight, 
nor is it going to be straight-
forward. Remember that 
a breakup slump doesn’t 
mean that all your healing 
is gone. It’s a process.”

A lot of  young stars have 
struggled with acciden-
tal fame as it has caused 
them some emotional 
struggles such as country
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 queen, Miley Cyrus who 
has had her fair share of  
media scandals- Nellie 
shared her fresh take, “I 
totally see how this atten-
tion can do that to a person- 
already I feel a lot of  pres-
sure and expectation from 
people and feel as though 
a layer of  my privacy has 
been stripped away but at 
the end of  the day I have 
such supportive family and 
friends that I know they’ll 
keep me grounded. Like 
will I end up too big for 
my boots? NEVER. One 
thing that always helps me 
keep my mental health in 
check is songwriting – to me 
it’s like journaling. That is 
something that can always 
remain private”

When asked what in-
spired her,Nellie was 
passionate in her re-
sponse, “Oooh well I love 
original Taylor Swift- in 
fact ‘The Way I Loved You’ 
was probably the song that 
sprung my country obses-
sion. I like male artists too 
but Shania Twain, Carrie 
Underwood, Dolly Par-
ton- that’s what I’m raised 
on and will always be my 
roots. Taylor is my main 
inspiration for so many 
reasons. I admire how her 
music has evolved through-
out her career and that ...Continued on page 26...Continued on page 26...


