
Media Contexts TV Drama Essay & Assessment Objectives

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of media concepts, contexts and critical debates,
using terminology appropriately. (60%)

AO2: Analyse media products by applying knowledge and
understanding of theoretical approaches (40%)

Media Concepts (5 Marks) Contexts / Debates (5 Marks) Use of Terminology (5 Marks) Analysis including theory. (5 Marks) Examples / Case Studies. (5 Marks)

Representation
“How the media
construct the social
world, the mediation
of ideas, individuals
and groups.”

Media Language
“How the media
communicate
meanings through
media forms codes
and (technical)
conventions.”

How does media language
communicate meaning, which
is decoded by the audience?
Meaning in relation to:
● Characters
● Events
● Settings

How are representations of
social groups reinforced or
subverted?

Possible groups including:
● AGE
● GENDER
● POWER / STATUS
● CLASS
● ETHNICITY
● (DIS)ABILITY
● SEXUALITY

Dominant ideology
reinforced by the media and
adopted by audiences

Progressive / regressive
representations in the media,
which support or challenge
cultural hegemony?

CAMERA
Framing (ECU, BCU, CU,
MCU, MS, MLS, LS, ELS)
Angle (High, Low, Canted)
Movement (Pan, Tilt, Track,
Dolly, Roll, Crane…)
Composition (Symmetry,
negative space, frames…)

Introduction must identify
themes & important
representations.

ESSAY SHOULD BE
STRUCTURED IN THREE
CENTRAL PARAGRAPHS

● Characters
● Events
● Settings

Conclusion should refer
directly to themes and
representations

Theorists (at least 2)

De Saussure
● Signifier & Signified

Barthes
● Action, Enigma, Symbolic,

Semic, Cultural…codes
Levi - Strauss

● Binary Opposition
(Conflict & Themes)

Hall
● Dominant Ideology
● Preferred / Negotiated /

Oppositional Readings
Gauntlett

● Constructed Identity

This essay must include at
least one example of each
micro feature:

● Editing
● Sound
● Mise-en-scene
● Camera

In total, you should be aiming
for:

12+ examples of design
decisions (mise-en-scene),
cuts in the edit, sound & how
the person, place, event have
been framed.

These examples should
analyse the meaning
constructed. Then explain the
significance to the theme,
conflict and/or representation.

Analytical Verbs: Infer,
suggest, signify, encode,
symbolise, reinforce,
demonstrate, underline, echo,
imply…no ‘show’!

MISE-EN-SCENE
C.L.A.M.P.S
Proxemics, production design,
performance, juxtapositions
(contrasts), uniform(ity),
historical period (context)

EDITING
Cutting (SRS, MoA,
Eyeline…)
Montage / Continuity
Rhythm (Speed, shot
duration)
Space & Time (Cross cutting,
transitions, establishing..)

SOUND
Diegetic

● Dialogue
● Ambient / Foley

Non-Diegetic
● Music (Tempo,

instrumentation,
crescendo..)

● Voice Over


